
 
    

November – December 2009 
 

SAFETY BUCKET PROGRAM 
 
At Northridge Middle School, safety is one of our highest priorities.  We have done a 
number of things to make our building, staff, and students safer.  This year, we have 
required lanyards/identification badges, re-numbered the rooms, put up “Severe 
Weather Shelter Area” signs (where appropriate), completely re-vamped our safety plan 
based on our new building, have regular safety committee meetings, and are looking to 
fill safety kits (buckets) for classroom disaster situations. 
 
At this time, Das Dutchman Essenhaus has donated 70 buckets that we will be using to 
put safety items in for each classroom in our building.  Our goal is to be prepared for 
any type of safety or disaster related emergency.  We have compiled a list of items that 
would potentially be needed in an emergency based on local emergency and Red Cross 
recommendations.  While we hope to never have to use the safety buckets or the items 
in them, we want to be prepared if such a need as this arises.  Following is a listing of 
the items needed… 
 

1. (10) thermal blankets 
2. hand crank powered light 
3. roll of toilet paper 
4. safety whistle 
5. (30) dust masks 
6. roll of duct tape 
7. (2) pair of leather work gloves 
8. 15 inch crow bar 
9. zip lock bags 
10. scissors 

·  tylenol 
·  ibuprofen 
·  tums 
·  benedryl 
·  antibiotic ointment 
·  various band aid sizes 
·  gauze 4x4 and rolls 

·  coban rolls 
·  small splint or Cardboard 
·  triangle bandage 
·  sterile saline 
·  alcohol pads 
·  emergency med book or flip chart 
·  steri-strips 
·  medical tape 
·  benedryl cream 
·  hard candy 
·  instant glucose tube 
·  feminine hygiene pads 
·  (5) small tissue packs 
·  (5) pair non-latex gloves 
·  tweezers 
·  splinter out



Ace Hardware Martin Home Center has made an offer to sell the items numbered 
1-10 at 2% above cost.  This is a substantial savings.  When you shop at Martin’s 
you may make a cash donation or purchase an item directly.  Martin’s will collect 
the item(s) purchased for Northridge Middle School. 
 
If you have questions about the School Safety Bucket program, contact Rick 
Yoder, Vice-Principal at 825-9531. 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Real World 
�

Northridge Middle School held a Reality Day for all sixth grade students on 
Friday, October 16th.   The Reality Day is a math activity that encourages students to 
continue their education, make wise choices, know the difference between needs and 
wants, and recognize the importance of math skills.  Several years ago, the 4-H 
Extension office presented the Reality Day idea to NMS.  It was a huge success with 
both parents and students.  Using suggestions from the parent volunteers, the sixth 
grade math teachers decided to revamp the program to meet the unique needs of the 
Middlebury population.    

�
Prior to the Reality Day, students studied decimals and finance in their math 

classes.  They learned about budgeting, basic daily life expenses, check writing, and 
using a balance sheet.  During math class each student was randomly assigned an 
education, an occupation, a monthly income, and a family size.  Each student received 
a mock checkbook and prepared for the culminating reality activity.   �

 �
At the Reality Day, the sixth grade students visited booths manned by approximately 

140 enthusiastic parent volunteers.   Students visited a series of tables to provide for the 
month's Housing, Groceries, Clothing, Transportation, Child Care, Telephone, Insurance, 
Utilities, Television and Internet Services, Entertainment, and Pets.  Students had to make 
decisions about how to spend their money, while considering their income and family size.   
At the transportation booth, students had to decide what type of car they would buy or if 
they would they prefer a horse and buggy.   Some students discovered that they did not 
have enough money for items they “needed”, like entertainment and cable television.  
Some students finally conceded that they would have to visit the Financial Assistance 
booth for a second job just to survive the day. Lastly, students had one more dose of 
reality.  They had to draw a Fate card and had to deal with some of life's unexpected 
events.  In the event that a student had money left at the end of the month, there were 
options of putting the money into savings or giving some to charity. �

 �
This Reality Day was designed as an introductory lesson about careers, needs 

versus wants, and the choices students will make in the years ahead.  It bridges the gap 
between education and real life and should help to answer the question, “Why do we 
have to learn this anyway?”  The sixth grade teachers hope that what students 
discovered will extend well past the school day and into conversations at home and the 
future.   



 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

On Tuesday, November 17th, NMS eighth graders participated in the annual 
Career Day. Each student was assigned to three speaker presentations based upon 
their areas of interest, rotating from classroom to classroom to hear about their 
chosen  
careers. Speakers from fifteen professions were selected from the community, and 
we are very grateful to them for volunteering their time to come and share about 
their career field. The careers presented on included a chef, veterinarian, computer 
programmer, teacher, nurse, graphic designer, photographer, auto mechanic, 
cosmetologist, entrepreneur, lawyer, news broadcaster, police officer, 
EMT/firefighter, and a construction/skilled trades professional. Students were 
expected to prepare two questions to ask of each of their presenters, and presenters 
made sure to share a job description, working conditions, education and training, 
high school classes that would be helpful, and salary range.  
 
REMINDER:  Christmas Break – December 19  -January 3 
   
    End of Second Quarter, January 14 
   No school for students, January 15 
   No School—January 18 
 
 

Northridge Middle School Fall Sports Results: 
  
Cross Country: 
The Northridge Cross Country teams had another outstanding season this fall.  The 
boys and girls teams finished the regular seasons with matching 9-1 records.   The 
girls finished 3rd and the boys 1st in the Big 11 Conference tournament.  Blake 
O’Dell finished as the runner-up in the boys race.  Nice job Coach Gillette and 
Coach Vasquez. 
  
Football: 
The NMS Football teams nearly had 100 student/athletes participate on the 7th and 
8th grade teams.  Both teams showed a tremendous amount of improvement 
throughout the season.  The 8th grade A team finished the season with a 3-4 record 
while the B team ended 1-5.  The 7th grade A team was 6-1 and the B team finished 
5-0. The 7th grade A team won the Big 11 Conference championship in an exciting 
double overtime victory. Thank you Coach Graber, Coach Hamood, Coach Love, 
and Coach Stokes and Coach Peterson. 



  
Volleyball:  
The Volleyball teams competed hard throughout the entire season and showed 
much growth.  The 8th grade A team finished the season 8-8 and the B team 
recorded a 3-2 mark.  The 7th grade A team posted a record of 0-13 and the B team 
finished 1-9.  Thank you Coach Tackett, Coach Rasler, Coach Cripe, and Coach 
Cormack. 
  
Soccer: 
All of the Soccer teams had a good second season.  The 8th grade boys were 4-3-1 
and the 7th grade boys finished 4-1.  The 8th grade girls were 10-0 and won the 
HSC championship.  They outscored their opponents 52-2 this season and a two 
year total of 98-3!!!  .  The 7th grade girls were also undefeated.  They finished the 
season 7-0-1. Thank you Coach Sharp, Coach Smelser, Coach Todeo, and Coach 
Mahler. 
 
 
 
 

SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
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You may have thought lawn mowing was over with for the season, but at NMS 
our students were mowing their way through an obstacle course during our Lawn Boy 
book club the end of October. Students enjoyed their cereal snack 
mix (even though they had to eat around the grass clippings) and 
were surprised with a visit from the famous prize fighter, Joey Pow 
(alias Mr. Smith) who shared his purse of chocolate coins with 
them.  With over 250 students signed up, we had quite a hectic 
lunchtime; and thanks to our parent volunteers, everyone had lots 
of fun.  Next month’s club will be on The Mailbox by Audrey 
Shafer, which is another outstanding Young Hoosier book. 

We’re currently holding our “Read Across America” book 
fair and the students are as excited as ever.  With a scavenger hunt 
and gift certificates being given away, there’s fun for all and lots of 
great books to inspire our kids to read.  Thanks to all our parent 
volunteers who provided some tasty refreshments for the teachers 
during their fair preview and for helping set up and run the fair for 
us.  Susan Matteson and Stephanie Dance were our heroes for 
coordinating and putting the whole thing together for us. 

Once again the “Twilight” fever has hit our school with New 
Moon soon to be released.  Thanks to Mrs. 
Mantyla, our students and their families 
will be able to enjoy the movie together on 
November 21st at Encore Theaters in 
Elkhart.  Hope you’re able to join us for a 
fun time.     

Our students are continuing to work 
towards our library’s goal of reading 
1,100,002,010 words and have reached the 
230 million word mark.  We have one 
student from the 
sixth grade who has 

read 1,746,773 words by herself and was also the top reader for 
first quarter.  Following are the top readers from each grade:  Sixth 
Grade--Vanessa Raber/253.7 points,  Carly Stults/149.9 points, and 
Sydney Fogle/130.3 points; Seventh Grade—Katie Robbins/201 
points, Derek Driskill/170.4 points, Madeline Sorg/156.6 points, 
Hannah Scott/156 points, and Samuel Mocherman/139.2 points; 
Eighth Grade—Malaina Yoder/245.5 points, Brianne O’Dell/222.7 
points, Blake O’Dell/209.4 points, Derrek Simons/169.0 points, 
and Sabrina Childers/157 points.  Congratulations to these 
outstanding readers! 

The library is still in need of volunteers to repair, shelve, 
and label books.  Please call Teri Schmidt (822-5068) if interested.  
 


