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Habits of Highly Responsible Students 
 

Middle school is a great time to reinforce the 4th “R” in educating a child: Responsibility.  
Research has shown us that responsible students usually mature into responsible adults.  There is no one 
secret to a middle school student being responsible.  It typically is a combination of several areas of 
strength that demonstrate responsible habits. 

 
1) Goal Setting 

- Goals help students focus on what is important and what is not.  Students with goals find it 
easier to say “NO” to bad influences when they have a vision for their future. 
 

2) They keep Commitments 
- Responsible students succeed in school by doing their assignments to the best of their 
abilities and on time. 
 

3) They are ready ahead of time 
- Responsible students have learned that being late or early is not something that just happens:  
they do have a choice in the matter. 
 

4) They plan their time wisely 
- Students who use their assignment notebook to plan not only for their academic 
responsibilities, but also for those outside of school, are better prepared to manage their time 
effectively. 
 

5) They study EVERY day. 
- Students who are highly successful understand that there is always work that can be done for 
a class each day.  When homework is not assigned, these students take that opportunity to 
review notes, study relative vocabulary, and begin preparing for the upcoming exams. 
 

6) They take copious notes 
- Help your child practice the art of note taking.  Reinforce the need for quality notes in any 
class lesson to help them prepare for the tests/ quizzes that will result from the instruction. 
 

7) They have the materials they need 
- Responsible students who are successful in school know what they need to bring to every 
class and do so consistently. 

 
 
 



LANYARDS AND STUDENT ID’S 
 
No student, under any circumstances, shall possess another student's ID.  
If a student finds another student's ID, that ID must be immediately turned over to a staff member. It is a violation of 
school policy to be in possession of another person's ID and/or to lend an ID to another person and may result in 
disciplinary action. 
The first time a student forgets their ID/lanyard, they will receive a warning. From that time on, when a student forgets 
their ID/lanyard they will receive a noon detention unless they have money to cover the cost of a new ID/lanyard. 
Students are to arrive at school with their ID/lanyard in plain sight as they enter the school building. 
Students should keep their ID/lanyard intact and free from markings. If students deface their ID/lanyard, they will be 
asked to clean it off or replace it. If the ID/lanyard is broken or damaged, students would need to pay to replace it. 
The school provides each student with an ID/lanyard on the first day of school. The charge to replace an ID is $3 and 
to replace a lanyard is $3. The card will also serve as a lunch card and library card. 
(information from the student handbook) 
 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Sign Out Policy 
When a student is to leave school early for any reason, the parent/guardian should notify the attendance secretary that morning 
via a phone call. The parent/guardian must provide the specific reason and time for release. 
 
Verification Procedures for Absences and Tardies 
1. When a student will be absent or tardy, the parent must call the school (825-9531) by 8:15 am. the day the student is absent. 
If no contact is made to the office on the day of the absence, it may be marked unexcused and considered an absence of 
concern. 
2. Students who have been ill five days or more must present a physician’s statement excusing their absence. 
3. Absences not verified by the parent through the Attendance Office will be marked unexcused or truant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Wednesday, November 4, 4:30- 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, November 5, 4:30- 8:00 p.m. 

 
 
Our Parent/Teacher Conference format allows parents  to conference with as many or as 
few teachers as the parent chooses.  Our procedure asks that the parent retrieve the 
student report card from the child’s guidance couns elor.  The counselors will be seated 
inside our North entryway. After the parent has obt ained the report card they are asked to 
enter the cafeteria where the teachers are seated w ithin their instructional teams.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



IMAGE SHARE 

 
Get your pictures 

in the yearbook! 
The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to submit photos for the yearbook. If you’ve got 
great photos of school and community events or you and your friends just having 
fun, we’d like to see them. 
Our photographers can’t be everywhere. Help us get as many photos as possible to create a terrific 
book everyone will want to have. 

Here is how you can  
submit photos online – 
Log on to: images.jostens.com  
Enter Login ID: 
Password:  
• Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload, click on “Image Share”.  
• Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case the staff needs 
additional information.  
• Click “Save Details”.  
It’s that easy! Submit your photos today! 
The last day to submit photos is 
The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook  
content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be used in the book 
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NMS Spell Bowl 
 

The NMS Spell Bowl team has been off and running since the first full week of school.  Our members 
have been meeting twice a week for practice and tests. On Thursdays, we gather in the library to use the 
CAL Tutor program on the computers. This program allows the students to take quizzes and compile lists 
of troublesome words. The team enjoys listening to the correct pronunciations given by the computer 
instead of the crazy pronunciations made by the coaches! We will compete on October 27 in the Regional 
Competition at Jimtown. 
 

1st. Quarter VIP Luncheon 
 
The VIP program at Northridge Middle School recognizes good citizenship qualities. Ten 
students are selected from each grade level. Each quarter, VIPs will be honored with a Middlebury Dairy Queen 
luncheon with a speaker from the community They also receive a bumper sticker provided by American Legion 
Post #210 in Middlebury. 
 
The criteria  considered for selecting these students are; they help and care for others, take care of school 
responsibilites (grades, detentions, over due books etc.) in a positive way, display leadership ,actively involved in 
school, has good attendance, pleasant personality, respects authority and other students’ rights and property,   
 
The featured speaker for the first quarter was Chris Howell of Goshen.  The luncheon was held  October 13, 2009 
in the Family and Consumer Science room. The students selected for the first quarter were:       
 
6th grade:  Colton Cawood, Everett Eby, Aaron Hochstetler, Kurtis Hochstetler, Caleb Kauffman, Andrea Keyser, 
Karissa Miller and Alyssa Zook. 
  
7th grade:  Leah Bontreger, Sydney Daniels, Sam Hoover, Phillip Keller, Kasey Kirchner, Aaron Maas, Meghan 
Meiner, Wyman Miller, D’Angelo Thomas and Nicole Willey. 
 
8th grade:  Mason Bemiller, Will Erekson, Caleb Gilbert, Mackenzie Gutherie, Pam Hernandez, Leah Jennings, 
Kara Kershner, Taylor Long, Morgan Miller and Malaina Yoder. 
 
 
Congratulations to these students! 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 What do chocolate éclairs, a meat grinder, and tying your shoe with one hand have 
in common?  You would have had to participate in Northridge Middle School’s book club 
to find out.  This month’s book club had lots to offer the nearly 200 students who signed 
up to attend.  Students had the opportunity to learn some of what the main character in 
One-Handed Catch by M. J. Auch experienced.   To help demonstrate the theme of 
overcoming adversity, Northridge High School’s football coach Jonathan Kirkton 
introduced Matt Maher who plays center for his team.  Matt has also been on a wrestling 
team, played baseball, and many other sports despite only having one hand.  He shared 
some of his experiences with the students and answered their questions explaining how 
lots of hard work and practice have helped him compete in all the sports he has 
participated in.  Coach Kirkton said, “Matt is a great team leader who always puts the team 

before himself.  The 
way he approaches 
practice as well as 
school work is an 
inspiration to all our 
players.”  

  Students also 
participated in a one-
handed shoe tying 
contest, meat grinder 
demonstration, and 
enjoyed chocolate 
éclairs which all tied 
into the book (see 
pictures).  Our next 
book club will be on 
another Young 
Hoosier book, 
Lawnboy by Gary 

Paulsen.  All students are invited to attend during their lunch period, and 20 copies of the 
book will be distributed for students to read.  If any parent is interested in helping once a 
month with this fun club, please call Teri Schmidt in the library (822-5068).    

  Our students are off to a great start helping us work towards our goal of reading 
1,100,002,010 words and have reached over 135,000,000 words so far.  This is 29,000,000 
more words than this time last year, so keep encouraging your students to read; and if you 



would like to monitor their reading progress online, give us a call and we’ll help get you 
set up. 

To help get your kids connected with books they’ll be excited about reading, our 
Scholastic book fair will be taking 
place Nov. 2nd through Nov. 13th 

and will be open from 8-4pm each 
day, as well as during 
parent/teacher conferences.  The 
new Diary of a Wimpy Kid book, 
Dog Days by Jeff Kinney, will be 
featured along with Catching 
Fire, the sequel to The Hunger 
Games by Suzanne Collins. There 
will be a scavenger hunt and 
drawing to give away gift 
certificates for parents and 
students, so don’t forget to mark 
your calendars to stop in the 
library for some great reads.        

Teen read week will be celebrated October 18th   through the 24th with Read Beyond 
Reality @ your library.  Our library will be giving away some prizes for those students 

who complete our Beyond 
Reality scavenger hunt created 
by our student assistants. 

Anyone interested in 
helping once a week in our 
library with miscellaneous 
jobs (book repairs, wrapping 
books, bulletin boards, 
shelving, etc.), please call 
Donna Alwine at 822-5022. 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


