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 Middle school is arguably the time when parents need to be the most involved and the 
most vigilant.  A whole new world has opened up to the middle school student, and this is often 
the time when children “get off track.”  My hope is that these following tips will help ensure that 
your children stay “on track.” 
 

·  When your children leave the house, know where they’re going, who they’re going to 
be with, and what they are going to be doing.  When your children know that you’re 
keeping an eye on them, they are less tempted to do things they know you wouldn’t 
approve of. 

·  Know what’s going on at the mall and at other gathering places. 
·  Invite your children’s friends over and get to know them.  Also, be available to drive 

your children and their friends around.  You’ll learn a lot listening to them talk. 
·  Talk to the parents of your children’s friends.  Find out how they handle curfews, 

sleep overs, etc…Children are less likely to tell parents that “Everyone else is allowed 
to….” If they know that their parents are talking to each other. 

·  Know what kinds of music your children are listening to.  Be aware of the videos and 
TV shows your children are watching, and the video games they are playing.  Also, 
know what they are doing and where they are going online.  Middle schoolers want 
and need a certain amount of freedom, but they still need their parents to provide 
guidelines and limits. 

·  Alcohol, drugs, and smoking are issues that every parent has to deal with in some 
way.  Be informed as to what is happening in your community and at your school.  
Talk to your children about the dangers of alcohol, drugs, and smoking, and make 
sure they know where you stand on these issues 

·  If you have a feeling that your child is involved in an activity that’s wrong or 
harmful, listen to your instincts, and take the appropriate action. 

 
 
I hope these tips serve as reminders and validation for things that you are already doing.  If I can 
ever be of service related to any of these, please feel free to contact me at school. 
 
-Robby Goodman 
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NASA SWIM SCHOOL INFORMATION 
The NASA Swim School has begun Year Round Swim Lessons at Northridge Middle 

School Pool. Currently, we have lessons available either April 12-30 or May 10-28.  During the 
school year, lessons are held on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday nights over a 3-week period. 
Start times for these classes include 6:15 (ages 6 months-4 years old) and 6:50 or 7:35 (ages 5-
14 years old). Summer sessions are June 14-25, June 28-July 9, and July 12-23.  The summer 
lessons will be conducted Monday-Friday mornings over a 2-week period. Start times for the 
summer include 8:30 (ages 6 months-2 years old), 9:00 (ages 3-4 years old), and 9:40, 10:30, 
or 11:20 (ages 5-14 years old). The cost for any session is only $50.00.  

 

Registration for Summer lessons will begin Saturday, May 1st, 2010 at Northridge Middle 
School from 8-11 AM and 1-3 PM. Doors will be unlocked no earlier than 20 minutes prior to 
either session. If you are interested in a session in April/May or have any general questions on 
the Swim School, please contact Charles Grace, Swim School Director, at 822-5368 or 
gracec@mcsin-k12.org. 

 
 
 

Northridge Area Swimming Association 
  
NASA is a competitive swim club that is looking for kids that want to swim this summer. 
We have many groups to suit any type of swimmers. 
We are starting our summer season in April. 
Learn what we are all about, you might be suprised how well you can SWIM 
* WHAT:  New Parent Meeting  
* WHERE: At the Northridge High School Pool 
* WHEN:  Thursday April 22nd, 6:30-8:00 p.m 
  
Tryout evaluations are scheduled for April 27th at 6:00p.m at Northridge High School Pool. 
  
Remember, NASA believes fun and swim go hand in hand. 
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Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest 

 

 Three NMS students were honored at a reception at the Mishawaka VFW on 
March 16 for their participation in the Patriot’s Pen essay contest.  Eighth grader Cody 
Howell, and seventh graders Maddie Sorg and Hanna Zook received certificates and a 
$50 prize for their essays on the prompt, “When is the right time to honor our military 
heroes?”.  The post commander thanked them for their participation and encouraged them 
to continue their interest in the veterans in our country. They and their families enjoyed 
the punch and cookies provided by the auxiliary president. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The “Battle of the Books” competition continues with our final match taking place in late 
April.  A good number of our students have read all 20 of the Young Hoosier Books and 
their teams have been tough to beat.  
For those who aren’t familiar with the 
Young Hoosier Book Award program, 
it was started in 1974 to stimulate 
recreational reading among 
elementary and middle school 
students.  Each year, librarians who 
are members of the Association for 
Indiana Media Educators (AIME) 
select 20 nominees for each age 
category using certain guidelines such 
as, the author must be living and 
currently residing in the United States, 
the book must have been published 
within the last five years, etc.  Then in 
April, each participating school’s 

students vote for their favorite 
book.  E. B. White’s Trumpet of the 
Swan was chosen as the first 
winner, and last year’s winner at 
the Middle School level was 
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan.  
This year’s winner will be 
announced in May.  Our school’s 
choice and the winners of the 
“Battle of the Books” competitions 
will be printed in the next Library 
Lowdown. 
 
Our students are well on their way 
to reaching the 1,100,002,010 word 
goal we have set and are currently 

at over 750 million words read.  Our principal is challenging our students to meet this 
goal by pledging to drink a milk shake concoction of items suggested by students.  So 
keep encouraging your kids to read, read, read! 
 



Our 3rd quarter top AR readers were 6th Grade:  Vanessa Raber-434.5 pts., Emily 
Barkow-330.3 pts., Sara Mullet-258.2 pts., Sidney Duong-232.5 pts., and Destinee 
Boutwell-228.3 pts.;  7th Grade:  Katie Robbins-210.4 pts., Mollie Carrison-192.7 pts., 
Zach Blankenship-184.6 pts., 
Aria Salisbury-173.6 pts., and 
John Gilbert-162.8 pts.;   8th 
grade:  Malaina Yoder-314.4 pts., 
Adam Mumford-268 pts., Joan 
Yoder-203.6 pts., Lydia Good-
177 pts., and Elizabeth Tuttle-
152.1 pts.  These students have 
done an outstanding job and are 
helping us reach our billion word 
goal. 
 
We had over 200 students attend 

our book clubs this past month with Confessions 
from the Principal’s Chair by Anna Myers featured 
for all grades, and a special book club for Deep and 
Dark and Dangerous by Mary Downing Hahn 
requested by our sixth graders.  We’d like to thank 
Kelsey Kauffman 
from the 
Middlebury 
Community Public 
Library for all her 
help with these 
clubs that are held 
each month during 
lunch.   
 
To help encourage 

our students to read over the summer, we will once again be holding our spring book 
fair.  The fair will run from April 19-23 and be open from 8-4pm each day.  Scholastic 
has promised to send a large assortment of books, and we are anxious for it to arrive.  If 
you are interested in helping with the fair, please give Teri Schmidt a call at 822-5068.   
 


